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When the armistice conference between the Allies and the
Greeks on the one side and the Turks on the other, began
in the little harbour-town of Mudania on the Asiatic shore
of the Sea of Marmora, I left a journalist in Constantinople
as a temporary 'spot protection man5 for the United Press,
and decided to go over to Mudania myself.
Four of us hired a motor-boat with a Moslem crew-
John Clayton of the Chicago Tribune, Clare Sheridan, who
represented the New York World at the time, and who
mentions this trip in her book, Nuda Veritas, James Bradstreet,
an Australian who was travelling for the New Tork Times>
and myself. After seven hours beneath the light of a glorious
full moon, we reached Mudania and spent the night on board.
The following morning, we met the Turkish delegation, led
by Ismet Ineunu. Kemal Ataturk, the saviour of his country,
remained in near-by Brussa during the conference, from where
he daily determined the attitude of the Turkish delegation.
The Allied generals, of whom Sir Charles Harington, later
Governor of Gibraltar, represented Britain, General Charpy,
France, and General Mombelli, Italy, and the British and
French correspondents, and also Clare Sheridan, were put
up on the Allied warships, which lay off Mudania, Clayton,
Bradstreet and myself managed to get rooms in the town,
where the Turks received us most graciously. Unlike the
Allies, they had no censorship, and we could report just what
we wished. After each sitting of the conference Ismet Pasha
would show us the notes and other memoirs which General
Harington had sent him, together with a copy of his replies.
I met several old friends among the Turkish officers, and
took all my meals with the Turkish delegation in their mess-
In this way I got the 'lowdown' twice daily on the inner
workings of the conference. The day after our arrival, I
suggested to Ismet Pasha that, like the Allies, he should
issue an official statement to the Press representatives each
day, so that we might give the world Press both the Allied
and the Turkish point of view. Ismet fell in with the idea.